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POLICE — HELICOPTER REPLACEMENT 
1194. Hon Martin Aldridge to the minister representing the Minister for Road Safety: 
I refer to the Government decision to replace the ageing Kawasaki BK117 police helicopter, and I ask: 
(a) what aircraft type has been chosen to replace the Kawasaki BK117; 
(b) will the aircraft be owned or leased by the Western Australia Police; 
(c) if the aircraft will be owned, what is the rationale against leasing aircraft; 
(d) how will the State dispose of the Kawasaki BK117 aircraft; 
(e) will the Minister please provide the business case for the replacement aircraft; 
(f) of the $26.9 million committed in this years State Budget, how much will come from the Road Trauma 

Trust Account versus the Consolidated Fund and other sources; 
(g) with reference to the direction issued by you to the Road Safety Council on 22 March 2018 requesting funding 

of $26.9 million from the Road Trauma Trust Account, why is the Consolidated Fund now contributing; 
(h) did the Road Safety Council agree with your request for $26.9 million from the Road Trauma Trust Account 

and, if not, why not; 
(i) please provide a copy of the response including any analysis done by the Road Safety Council with 

respect to your request for Road Trauma Trust Account expenditure; and 
(j) is the Minister confident that based upon the advice received from the Road Safety Council that the 

highest priority for Road Trauma Trust Account expenditure, targeted at road safety outcomes, is the 
purchase of a new police helicopter? 

Hon Stephen Dawson replied: 
(a)–(j) The Western Australia Police Force advises that it is not yet decided which aircraft to purchase to replace 

the BK117. The WA Police Force will examine all options for purchase or lease, through the current 
tender process. 
After seeking advice from the Road Safety Commission, the WA Police Force and taking into 
consideration the findings of the WA Coroner on the importance of the Police Airwing in police pursuits, 
the Government decided to commit $10.221m, 38% of the total cost, from the Road Trauma Trust 
Account (RTTA), with the remainder sourced from the Consolidated Fund. 
The Minister is confident that the RTTA is part-funding a vital service for community safety that the 
previous government made no provision for. The helicopter spends 38% of its time involved in road 
safety and traffic enforcement activities, including the pursuit of vehicles. A police helicopter is 
invaluable for safely monitoring stolen or fleeing vehicles from the sky, often in a way that is not detected 
by the offender and which contributes to safely resolving these incidents on our roads. 
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